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DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appUcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Albin H. Gess on March 21,2006. 

Claim 23 

A method for printing and verifying checks over a network for a customer to remotely 
purchase goods or services fi-om a merchant using a check printed by the merchant, the method 
comprising; 

A customer utilizing a web browser to make a purchase selection, preview the check 

before it is printed and authorize printing of the check. 

a merchant printing downloading a merchant file from a check server accessed via the Internet 
and utilizing the merchant file to p rint a check including magnetic ink characters that identify a 
customer's checking account in a first location as payment for a customer's selection, from a 
second location remote from the first location, of goods and/or services offered by the merchant; 
where the check is being a negotiable instrument when printed by the merchant. 

Claim 26, 

The method of claim 23 fiirther comprising: 

using a w e b browser on a client computer to conn e ct connecting by a customer computer to a 
merchant web server at a location remote from the customer cli e nt computer, 
vi e w viewing a merchant web site located on the merchant server and comprising 
hypertext markup language (HTML) source code and a merchant database, 
s e l e ct selecting goods or services from the web site, and seleet-selecting payment by check for 
the selected goods and services, where payment selection is accomplished by means allowed by 
the HTML source code of the merchant web site; then using the HTML source code of the 
merchant web site to cause the web browser to connect to a check web server that is not the 
merchant web server or the client computer, where the W9b server includes a check server 
database, transmit customer data stored in the merchant database to the check server, 
transmit transaction data to the check server, the transaction data including an indicator of 
whether to print a check immediately or at a later time; then using the web browser on the client 
computer to display a request from the check server for customer data wh e re displaying the 
requ e st causes data stor e d in th e m e rchant databas e and transmitt e d to th e ch e ck s e rver to bo 
display e d as fill e d in with fields, filled in by customer data in the merchant database: passing a 
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unique number generated by the check server and us9d to associate a proper record in the check 
server database v^ith the customer to the merchant web server, the merchant web server using the 
unique number to associate a proper record in the merchant server database with the customer, 
transmitting magnetic ink character recognition (MICR) Une information including a routing 
number to the check web server, the check web server verifying the vaHdity of the routing 
number and causing the web browser to prompt the customer for a correct routing number if the 
routing number is invahd, display a pr e vi e w of a ch e ck to b e print e d; and using th e ch e ck wob 
s e rv e r to obtain obtaining an approval from a check verification web server of a check 
verification service provided, the approval indicating a guarantee of payment by the check 
verification service provided, and to stere storing the obtained approval in a merchant file, md 
then downloading th e merchant fil e from the ch e ck web server to a printing station and printing 
th e ch e ck . 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1,4,7,9,10,1 1,16-19 and 23 -26 are allowed over the prior art record. 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The closest prior art of record Pare, Jr. et al. (US Patent No 6,230,148) teaches a biometric 
authorization method; Automatic Storage, Retrieval and Visualization of Bank Check Images 
teaches a method for achiving checks. Mabuchi (JP 63015363) teaches a method for checking 
operational modes. 

What they fail to teach or suggest: 

A. 

A method for printing and verifying checks over a network comprising the following steps: 
connecting a client computer to a merchant server at a location remote from the client computer; 
transmitting an order from the client computer to the merchant server; using the client computer 
to select payment by check; connecting the client computer to a check server; inputting customer 
data at the chent computer; transmitting customer data from the client computer to the check 
server; transmitting customer data from the check server to a check verification server; 
confirming the order or payment by a message from the merchant server to the client computer 
and the check server by sending an electronic mail message to the client computer and the check 
server, where the receipt of the confirming message by the check server determines whether 
printing of the check is permitted transmitting an approval from the check verification server to 
the check server; storing the approval from the check verification server in a merchant file in a 
check server; transmitting an approval from the check verification serve rto the client computer 
downloading the merchant file from the check server to a check printing station and printing a 
check including data from the check server as a negotiable instrument at a remote location 
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These distinct features render claim 1 allowable. 

Claims 4,7 and 9-1 1 are dependant upon claim 4, and are allowable for at least the same 
reasons. 

B. 

A system for settling and verifying checks over a network comprising; a client computer 
connected via a network to a merchant server at a location remote from the client computer; a 
merchant server coimected to a check printing station, a printer and a check server via a network, 
the check printing station, the printer, and the check server being at a location remote from the 
client computer; the check server connected via a network to a check verification server at a 
location remote from the client computer, the merchant server, the check server, the printing 
station, and the printer; the check server comprising a merchant file, the merchant file 
comprising an transmitted from the check verification server, information identifying an order 
approval transmitted from the client computer to the merchant server, and customer data inputted 
into the client computer and transmitted from the client computer to the check server; the check 
printing station comprising a copy of the merchant file downloaded from the check server such 
that the check printing station can use the downloaded merchant file to print a check using the 
printer; and the merchant server comprising a mechanism for confmning the order or payment to 
the client computer and the client verification server. 

These distinct features render claim 16 allowable. 

Claims 17 - 19 are dependant upon claim 16 and are allowable for at least the same 
reasons. 

C. 

A method for printing and verifying checks over a network for a customer to remotely 
purchase goods or services from a merchant using a check printed by the merchant, the method 
comprising; a merchant printing a check including magnetic ink characters that identify a 
customer's checking account in a first location as payment for a customer's selection, from a 
second location remote from the first location, of goods and/or services offered by the merchant; 
where the check is a negotiable instrument when printed by the merchant. 

These distinct features render claim 23 allowable. 

Claims 24 - 26 are dependant upon claim 23 and are allowable for at least the same 
reasons. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning 
this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to John 
Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-6713. The Examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5 :00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached at (571) 272-6712. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http ://portal.uspto . gov/extemal/portal/pair . Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687 [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
**Box AF"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the Examiner in the Knox Building, 50 
Dulany St. Alexandria, VA. 

JMW / X 



February 20, 2006 



